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My dear Frienrl:-

I sen1 you printed co~y or extract rrom the minutos ot 

A:rter carotul C1el1berat1on it seo!l'led be,,t to the CO!!Citto• to elect aa 

lir, Br~1nerd'o 111r11ed1ateauece~sor ono who had be-en a$soctated wtt,h him 

in the wc,rk or tl\e Co'm1.ltto. t"or the la.:1t t•onty-one years, 1Jtt1i:nct1ng: 

state-11,- its mnet111P,s, aa .. 11 t>~ !'!"o&nyot the convenUona, and f\&ll7 

M;qu.gtntcd with the ~thO'ls and 8dmtntstrat1011 01· the Cocr..ittea•a work, 

Nr. Wetrwr• consented t.o accept the ornce t'or 

a\lre he ~111 h,.vo our he, ?'ty TftSl)cct &.."Id co-operot1on in carryitig Oh ~ 

renno:'.~11 lltt .,,ork 1ntnrntod to the CO!'!'C1tteo. 

In pll.c;e o.1 -.r. V.et•wre oi; treasurer lLr • .troder4.ltk e. Sch~.ck 

ar. Scher.ck 1::. i,NsMent of thf" Brnoklyn Assoctation, .nd. 

oan1 yei.rs been cashier or the Nerca~,t110 National BMk ot Uita ctt,r, 

a trtod A!9SO(lil!lt1on ott'tc•-r lll'ld. worker wh0'!'.1 tho Conr.tittee bl v6ry for

tunat-e 111 ;;.e(lur1ng al'I 1 ts treasurer. 

I fr>Ol sure that thvi·--, brf'Uu•en 6nd. &11 tt\e memb~r$ ot the 

Con:nittce W1 U hAvo your prayers and srnr.,athy in th♦ disehar,te of the 

new an1 1Jre.vo NSJ>OHl1b111Uos which tho re.tlrement or -.r. Br•inerd 

Mr. J. T. fi,wne. 
SJ,rll.F,fi •1<1, }"Atf.~. 



THE ISTU.NATIO."U.L Cc»iMtTTE11. OF YOLJ?,.G 

Mio,1'5 CHIU-STIAH A.J,soclATIOSS. 

40 E:ts:t 2)d St .. New-York.

Ttte. ro11owing e.xlnact$ from the minutes 01 the lntcm:idon:il
Committee are printed with the ,onviction that they will be in
t tresting to A�oc:i..,ti on fritnds in this and other b.nds.

··Mr. Bra inerd presmt� his rdignation ip lhe following form:

•• • A careful considcntion of my rebtion t o  lhe work of lhc
lntcm:ttiorul Committee since m.y rtsignalion was ptt�nt� at
the J:111\llry muting tus only :Stsvt'd lD confirm ln my own 
mind the correct.nm of the coodusion upon which my Jlction 
Ult'n proc:etdt'd. P:iinfuJ as the severing of this rt'btion is to
me. I feel, ncvcrthdt'SS, oblig«I to ll.Sk the ix-ccptDncc of my
rdignition :lS a member of thi.$ Committt'e. But I would bt
gl.ad if i t  could be xcepte-d 3$ of July,. 189J, tha :t being lht day
on which 1 wu eltcttd ch:iinnan in 1867. It is  ptrh11ps proptr 
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tive purpose and :1Ctivity of the organization. The sphere .uid 
work of the salaried offteer of the Assoei:nion- now known as 
the General S«ret.a.ry-were wholly undefined. The Assoc.i:1-
tion. indeed, as :i ptnnanent in$titution, had not yet assened 
it$ right to existence. ButMr. Brainerd h.»d ~Jready, three y~rs 
before accepting the Oairmanship, de-tined de-arly on the noor 
of the International Convention what we now understand to be 
the undisputed :ind definite object of the Assoc:i-:ltions,a work 
txdusively for young men by young mt.ti. 

•' ' The ide-a then was unpopubr. and continued to be unpop-, 
ular for yt"ars. Mr. Brainerd not only adhered to it tenaciously, 
but with great wisdom, in his position as<.:hainnan or the Com
mittee, fostered among workers ~nd luders that understanding 
or the distinctive purpose or the Association$ whkh gradw.lly 
grew and prevail«!. 

•• • f'or the first five years from 1867 10 1872 he cooducted the 
whole correspondence of the Committtt, and stnce then, whfle 
deputing very much of it, he h:as ~rsonaUy condtK.ted enough to 
maintain the leadership and direcctioo of the whole. Among his 
many gifts he possesses that or an expert, wl.se, and intNesting 
correspondent, and his letterS evoked from the beginning grate-
rut replies. Thest now constitute numberless testimonies. 
stored in the Committee's office, and unifying how gttatly Mr. 
Brainerd has aidtd, by timcly counsel, a multitude of Associa• 
tions :1.nd workc-rs throughout the country-a multitude in no 
wise confinl"d10 Association leaders in the large dries, but in
cluding many an unnotictd worker in obscure and quiet fields. 

"· During the first three years or his c:haimunshjp he also eel· 
lted the quanerly magazine publl.shed by the Committee, and 
through which his influence W3S widely exerted upon the 
Associations. 

.. • He-lp(ul influence tw also been exened by the Committee 
through the publieationo( pamphlets upon lhe work. its purpoS,e 
and agencies. All of this liter3ture, beginning with the earlier 
years, r«eived his weful supervision. 

• • • As the mret.arit:S of the Committee and the dcpartments or 
its work grew in number, these were in succession pl:tced under 
the direction of the Chairm.1.n. together with the ne.w c:orre-
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spondence invol\•cd. He s.tupcd each department in refcrenee 
to its own development. and above aU in its relation to the whole 
work, To maintain the unity of the whole work, and to guard 
agninst anyexaggerattd cmpha.Jis upon dtpartmcntaJ work. were 
ever his conservative desire and wise purpose. 

·••Every rcp0rt orthe C.Ommittee to the eighteen lntemationa.l 
Conventions which have met during his chairmanship w.u care
ruUy prepated by him, These reports indk:.1tc a r:ue compre
hension or the wholt Association movement as it has grown 
from year to yea.r. l;ac.h report contains recommendations as 
to the activity of the Assoeiations and thfir Committee. These 
in turn called forth from each C.Onvention full instructions whieh 
have guided its Commiuee·s work. The majority of th~ con
vcntion.s he has atccnded, not only to present the Committee's 
report, but to exert always a wise and powerful influence in the 
discuss.ions and deliberations of the delegates. This inRuencc 
wis strongest at times of crisis, when importa.nt principles were 
at stake, and favorable dcc.isions were secured by the right word 
wisely uuered at the rig:ht time. 

"'Without underestimating the service of his associates, 
some o( whom have gone to heavenly service and reward, and 
more or whom hive rendered and :arc rendering invaluable coop
eration in the work, it may be justly said of Mr. Brainerd that in 
the various ways already lndiautd, by faithrul use or the written. 
prin1ed, and spoken word, :and of the living messenger, he has 
been brought in touch with the entire work in every part or the 
eonlinent,-with the loaal Association and the wried problems 
connected with its development; with the State organization, its 
Committee, Sec.retary, a.nd other agencies i with the Interna
tional Convention, its orginiiation and wide distribution of ae-
tivity; and to all with whom he has come in contact in this 
great variety of ways he has been able to give a sense not only 
of his ptts0nal sympathy, bot or his capacity to help by 
wisely ch0$en word and deed. 

"• Thi.s happy influence has been fell specially at lhe aitical 
periods in the history of the Association rMvcmtnt, whether the 
lime or crisis came, as already alluded to, on the Roor of the 
Convention, or elsewhere in the development or erratic tenden-
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<teS by either ind1V1duaJor .iffili.1tcdA.$soclations. At all ltmes 
he has demon.$tr.tlcd his apacity as a wise leader. equal to e.1ch 
cmerg1.-ncy. 

·••To exerdse this influence and keep in touch wilh the whole 
movement has required on Mr. Bnlnerd's p.,rt a lavish expendi
ture of lime and eff'ort. Evening after evening, wetk :titter 
w«k, and yc:ar anu year, heh.ls 1>3tiently labored, for the mMt 
part in a quiet, unobtrusive w:ay, but always efl'cctively, to ac.• 
complish the v~t work and Sttvice which ht: h.1-Sperformed, 
and the Associations arc now a clcarty defined institution with 
large property and an army of young men devoting their lives 
to the wock. all upon 1hc line~ orthat clear understanding or the 
organization and its distinctive purpose which he gr.1S(>fflin 
the beginning, .and which he ha.S promoted and advocated with 
~tient skill and untiring endeavor until now it is universally 
ac.ceptcd. This remarkable unsalaried service by one thor• 
oughly qwlirted leader has betn or incakulablc benefit to the 
work ror Christ m1ong young men in our own and other lands. 

'"As the international work has grown in extent and in the 
number o( its dep:tr1ments, the.Committee has wisely distributed 
the burden or supervision among its members. But Mr. Brain• 
crd's original relation to each dep:artment Ns made his counStl 
indLSpens:ableto his 2SSOCi..1tesand to the best development of 
the work, .1nd they desire to dose this r«.ord upon their min• 
utcs not only with an expression of profound regret in bid
ding farewell to their honored and belovtd Chairman, but also 
with devout gratitude to Goelfor this great girt of a competent 
leader during all these years in our blesstd work for young men, 
.1nd :also with the earnest prayer that He will adequately reward 
ind rrequite His faithful Strvant. as fie :t.lone an. at the dose of 
a service so full of blessed usefulness. Crowned with this s~ 
rene, divine blessing, may his last years be his best years I'" 

ROIIUT R. Mc8v1tse.:v. 
Cuv£LAKO H. Ooooe, 

RICHARD C. MoRSf., Wll.l.lAM 0. MURRAY, 
~1tr11I Stcrtlory. C01fmfilltt. 

tft• Yoa:,c,June )O, 189-,. 
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