Trends in Teacher Education

it is not always easy to distinguish between funda-

mental currents and surface eddies. The latter often
excite the most attention. The great whirlpool of Niag-
ara creates a tremendous commotion and catches the
tourist’s eye in its violent reaction against the progress
of the river. It seems to reverse the direction of the
stream itself. Nevertheless, in spite of the perpetual
sound and fury of its protest, the river presses on to the
sea with irresistible power, The ever-broadening stream
of education has its fuli share of pedagogical whirlpools
and cross currents, but [ shall try to concentrate on major
trends or tendencies now being reflected in teacher edu-
cation in secondary education in America,

I shall further limit this discussion to those trends
which are of special significance for health and physical
education teachers and administrators.

The professional training of teachers is little more than
a century old. It has not yet attained the status of the
older professions—law, medicine, or theology. It even
lacks the prestige of the younger profession of engineering,
It is on its way to new levels of competence aad social
recognition, but is retarded by many obstackes. Physical
education training is only fifty years old and its program
is still in the making.

One persistent source of confusion grows out of the du-
alism between the major agencies for training teachers.
One-half of our teachers come from normal schools or
teachers colleges with too little emphasis on subject mat-
ter and scholarship. The other hali come from liberal arts
colleges with too litthe emphasis on educational philoso-
phy, methods, and practice experience. The teaclers col-
Jege is a product of the public schools. Tt is interested in
training all the children of the people for the common life,
for character, for citizenship, and for the common voca-
tions. The arts college is the offspring of the university
and has been concerned with training “scholars” for the
learmed professions,

The mutual misunderstandings and recriminations that
grow out of these conflicting objectives and experiences
explain in part a1 least the endless controversies as to the
functions of education, its curricula and its methods. The
secondary schools were once preparatory stages of train-
ing of a highly selected group preparing for college and
university. Today this function is being submerged in the
necessity for meeting the needs of all vocations and not
merely the 6.7 per cent of the population who will emerge
in the professions.
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'N THE midst of rapid social and educational changes,

This conflict over the function of the secondary school
cames o a focus in the corriculum. Shall the high schools
prepare for college or prepare for life? The answer is to
be found in the steady decline of the old “disciplines” of
the classical tradition and the increase of matural science,
social science, fine arts, laboratories, and other activity
programs and the growth of technical, trade, and commer-
cial high schools.

The discoveries of educational psychology in the last
twenty-five years have accelerated the social pressure
for change and even the well-endowed private colleges are
falling into line. Those that are not endowed or are sup-
ported by public funds bave to accept the credentials of
the secondary schools. State institutions are required to
do so by law and private colleges are compelled to do so
by the economic necessity of securing a student body.

The whirlpool of reaction still throws up a few places
like St, John's College where they are trying to revive the
classics (minus classical languages). But the ancient
shibbaleths no longer overawe the modern public. They
want a curriculum which fits the realities of today and
tomorrow, They believe that culture, discipline, and men-
tal ability can be developed and tested by the new curric-
ulum as well as by the old.

The retreat is being turned into a rout by such popular
books as “The Sabertooth Curriculum,” a recent satire
on the persistence of prehistoric curricula in modern od-
ucation. We still have plenty of sabertooth curriculum
left, but it is dying fast. The revolution in the curricu-
lum of our schools and colleges explains some of the
changes which are taking place in teacher education and
sets many new problems before the modern teacher,

Current Trends in the Training of Teachers

1. The Tremd toward More Thorough Academic
Training and Belter Scholarship.—The new teachers are
expected to know their subject matter. The standards of
the liberal arts colleges are making themselves felt. The
days of the old short course normal school training are
over. The teachers colleges are becoming academically
respectable. They are becoming schools of liberal arts as
well as schools of pedagogy. They are asking for schol-
arship.

2. The Trend toward Brogder Acodemic Traiming —
The schools are demanding teachers who have a broad
training as well as an intensive one. Superintendent
Stoddard says they want teachers who know a field rather
than specialists in a single subject. Extreme specializa-
tion is neither necessary nor desitable. The dissection of
knowledge into minute fractions which has taken place






tification boards and employing authorities to insist on
higher standards and to enjoy a wider range of selection.

The better teacher-education schools are requiring
higher entrance qualifications. 1f they are to place their
graduates, they must have vigorous, well-adjusted, and
intelligent persons. The biting criticisms of the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching on teacher
personnel have been keenly felt by the profession.

The pressure for a higher quality of physical education
teacher is also obvious, On the one hand we have a de-
mand for greater specialization in health and safety edu-
cation, and on the other band a demand for double majors
in physical education and some academic field,

Unfortunately we still have to face the fact that plenty
of superintendents and school boards will sabotage a
sound program of physical education for success in com-
petitive athletics. Some recent college appointments of
star athletes, without any professional training, to direct
physical education and athletics are most discouraging.

The present tendency for hundreds of colleges and uni-
versities to set up physical education majors is very often
little more than an academic pay-off for athletes already
subsidized by varying degrees of board, room, and tuitson.
These alleged majors often have no real professional sig-
nificance and help to destroy the standards which this
new profession has been slowly and painfully building up.

While 1 am on this subject, 1 should like to draw at-
tention to the practice of universities offering masters’
degrees in physical education for courses completed in
ooe year, when the candidates come up with a hodgepodge
of credits from a general college, including an inadequate
major or minor in physical education.

The certification regulations of state boards of educa-
thon and civil service boards are helping 1o raise stand-
ards, but the final responsibility must rest on the vigorous
support of the profession itsell through its professional
socicties.

Conclusion

In concluding this incomplete summary of current
trendds in teacher education, I should like to express regret
at the absence of one trend which 1 believe to be funda-
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mental to all education and, therefore, fundamental in
teacher education, 1 refer 1o the absence of any adequate
provision for the moral and spiritual dynamics necessary
for the support of a democracy. In a dictatorship the only
required virtue is obedience to authority. In a democracy
based on a large degree of individual freedom, there must
also be a large degree of individual responsibility for so-
ciety. Each member of a successful and permanent dem-
ocracy, therefore, must have a strong sense of obligation
to cherish the social good, to sacrifice for it, and to pro-
tect it against its enemies.

Instead of this attitude, 1 see an alarming percentage
of our citizens who are willing to exploit and plunder
the institutions they should be ready to defend with their
lives. What is even worse is the neutrality of the rest of
the community on these basic moral issues which under-
mine all our institutions—public and private. This lack
of moral fibre, moral courage, bwalty, and honesty lies
at the heart of all our troubles in the modern world-—in-
ternational, political, and economic. President Hutchins
of Chicago University in a recent address said what we
all know to be true:

“The great problem of our time is moral, intellectual,
and spiritual, With a superfluity of goods, we are sinking
into poverty. With a magnitude of gadgets, we are no
happier than we were before. With a declining death rate,
we have yet to discover what we should do with our lives,
With a hatred of war, we are heading inevitably toward
it, With a love of liberty, we see much of the world in
chains.”

Unless our schools can set a new and better pattern
of voluntary social responsibility, there is no hope for an
adult socicty, While we talk bravely of character and
citizenship as major objectives of edvcation, we know
how far short we fall of even moderate success. Until we
make these objectives a major [ssue in teacher education
and select teachers who are themselves committed to the
democratic ideal and all it means in social obligation, the
schools will not be able to save this democracy from
the fate of similar cxperiments in the centuries be-
fore us. e
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