





INAUGURAL ADDRESS

As 1 the symbols of authority — the charter and the seal of
w& 8e — I recognize that when one is inducted into the presi-
, he is being invested with a responsi ‘tLtlntis ive rather

than purely Having been called to be the si i of the
lnnmmmm‘:g" Men's Christian Association Colle, lw:imdy

e
and solemnly vow that I shall seek to carry out this high trust with all the
wisdom and faithfulness at my command.

is a i can

ice to the community, the friends from this city and far beyond without
- Upon all of you, more than you
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celebration of the corporate aspirations of this college community.
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS
Every college or university has a * ity of its own: ial tra-
itions, constituency, :mphuu Somemm accidental ammlmpet-
ficial; others are so profound that those members of the student body and
faculty who have caught the inner spirit would rather study or teach at
this particular institution than anywhere else.

To a marked degree—and I s not as an alumnus but as one who
has known this college intimately for less than ten ~— Springfield College
has a distinctive institutional ity. There is an unusual and

Mmmmmmm’m"mumu. There is a
and physical vigor that one would expect in a college where stress is laid on
recreational and athletic skills. There is a realism about work and a simplicity

students from stlmladhndsmdnotozlyarriutheword“izm-
tional” in its title but is honored to have hundreds of graduates at work in
more than forty countries. And there is a closer identification than usual
with the community in a college where scores of students each year are as-
sociated with educational, social and religious agencies as an integral part of
their professional training.



ngnnds. Commerchlmnhmo&m&plaas"addndnﬂ.
no interesting alternative m&mtedtomﬁginthcd&acx-
mdinafewYMCA'swhuuo reading room lecture hall had been
a gymnasium. officers came other
occupations and had no special training for with youth.

MMM&. Massachusetts, a young minister of
imagination who the of a school for Christian workers in which
men would be trained for lay service in church and community to sup-

the work of the ist. At the same time a few far-
sighted leaders in the onnguil;‘{en's istian Association, established in
America a carlier,

: _ - u theidenofDnvidAlla;Reedtzm-
uding in his School for Christian Workers a training school for

officers in the YMCA. One of the most novel elements in the ng of
these pioneers was the provision for a gymnasium as part of the equipment of

there a two or three buildings in the woods on the shore of

A/ Pond in the outskirts of Springfield, a location that in those

days seemed suitable chiefly for icchouses and dumping grounds. At that
a

in S d
but in New York City, from which all financial bm:bmmto
flow, and there came into being a standard college with spacious campus and
a name known around the world.



, the
It is essen-

mml. Play,
rec-
self.

“d”

udmﬂnhulth.hnppmm,inumgme.dnm.mdvmlqdmmt

culture, We want to end this

ghicld
omlmrt:?
%0
and
was al
grossly
in
As
!l ;
qum
t:ﬂ
for awakening
body, a genuine education of the

the first
for
include
the
that had
Lo
to exhort
ime educati
International Recreation
ing
opportunity
body

co-education of mind and

which

eisure is not a trivial

of hamas b

and work denied. . . . Education for
between mind culture and

is by nature a creative bei

leisure offer a
“A lamentable divorce exists in our educational system between athletics

otd
pom.nce
at an

to carry on a
whole man."”

Hin
mmw m
mamwmm mm

m&u\,
dormant creativeness
and learning,

mﬂ Mmm 59 mmMmp mmmmmm¢
sl il

: 2EELEE m

m. NMWMWMWWMWMWWMW Mi mmmmmmm
£ owmmmﬁdwmmewmmawuwmmmmummm
B e g
TR b R e
g R R
d
) iy Heet el
Tt mmm mmmm.mm. M.m ummmwm.mmwm
1h MM i HEBH I RO
m,m .m.m mmmmW.m.Nme «mMmMWmm



fines the responsibility of physical educators, "to make individuals increasingly
aware of and able to use the body as an instrument for the fullest expression
of the total personality.” Likewise, the motive back of training for profes-

_ A second struggle throughout the history of this College has been to

gain recognition for the intelleciual and culiural :fnﬁanc: of the of
education to which Spri d has been commi Some fri l’up'iehu
of the YMCA Training in collegiate circles were wont to ask: “This is

good, but is it sufficiently academic?” Anddmysﬂnmhvcbecn&wusg
school advisers and other friends recommending prospective students

seem to feel that a strong body and an amiable spirit can compensate for lim-
ited intellectual ability. Consequently, those in charge of the policies of this
College through the have taken special pains to maintain high standards
in the scholarship of its faculty and the selection of its students. A number
ofltndenhinpasyunatSpringﬁ_ddmmwhohdgudmmdfm

tive integration of general and professional education. The curriculum
indudaa»!iduo;nofﬁgmhndmsdc?m,psewddmmdﬁ:
humanities, not only as a necessary basis for essional specialization
as indispensable for the development of
citizen, For professional competence in i iti
oneneedstoknownotoolybowtodobutmhemstmtonlywqout
a butpromohewdinm?mtit;he_ only wi
directly, but with parents and volunteer leaders and board members and col-
leagues in other agencies and schools. He must be a student not only of
muscles and movement, but of the nali i

only a knowledge of oonb::rauy institutions and trends, but a m of
the great ideas of the past and the deep-lying social forces that have

the present. In other words, the stress at Springfield College on professional
training for direction of youth activities 1s not at the

education and sound learning but involves experience in critical thinking,
scientific mastery, and social awareness,

There is a third area in which there has been a struggle to portray the
central emphasis of this College in its full dimensions; namely, a recognition
of the social implications of the training of youth leaders. The rounded
development of personality, so characteristic of the Springfield tradition, is
an objective of highest worth only if the individual is seen in the social set-
2‘:&: conditions his development and provides the milieu for his mature

vOr. Aﬁenﬁontoom‘smt]:ehysialgrowtb,formmple.doanot
mmmhyhnyl’t;ocmpmon fll?e ofﬂ:;Mcherwlth and the

b ion on ith sports
leisure-time activities of youth f ep:trltybreedsnpnhymdcurmtsodd
issues and a low level of political literacy. Nor is it enough to have a strong
religious motivation, for unfortunately some ardent expressions of religion
are highly individualistic and even politically corrupt.



st_.:d{'heyisham equipped for cer-
in
field students would absorb a more-than-
average interest in world affairs and that many of them would consider other
countries as a potential field for their professional careers.
mmudfmnrfﬁlingﬁdddnttendsmnimhua&mmhl
outlook is the quality of religious emphasis in the College. When Chris-
ﬁanityi:g:nemdtedeep.insightsoftheﬂebrqumpgnmgndofium

social patterns. Springfield Coll has a good record of academic freedom;
manﬂudoﬂuxmﬁtﬂhﬁgﬁm&l;‘dﬁmﬂddmppmﬂd

a voice essors .
o e e o

Every is tem at times to from its historic tradition
Lo e el e B s o s
from donors, sometimes from alumni, occasionally from within the faculty
itself. InthcaxofSPringﬁddCoﬂege.thuchasbeenwholmdh-
msbnof«hudmnﬂm;tbuehsbefmmionoﬂhe(ﬁmminm
related fields of training. We define our purpose broadly enough to
include training for adult education as well as youth activities and specializa-
tion in the counseling of individuals as well as in the leadership of grou

But there is no disposition to deviate from the basic objective that has gui

the development of this College from the beginning; namely to specialize in
the ion of professional leaders for youth-serving organizations, both
W And the more one studies the struggle for full recog-
nition of tf si.gniﬁnnceofthisedaxaﬁoml i

so that both students and faculty may find greater meaning in this -
tional experience. Especially do we need to mobilize the energy and ideas
of the men now ing our gates who have seen war service on many
fronts and bring to the ge rare resources of experience and determination.

The wider significance of the pattern of youth activities that prevails in
a;ivmcum&ymnmsodurtomeuwhenmcently!spentamlh



There is another way of deali wit.hywthwhidu;pmmattimde

ofldun-f&cuindiﬂmocmwﬁywthontheputo government. This

scems to be dominant today, for example, in France and Austria.

is no concerted effort to serve the out-of-school needs of all the youth

of the community. Elders tend to be skeptical the |

one under forty years of age or eager to th;mh:;:mhx

party. Consequently, young people are either on sidelines or

.Mpdiﬁulconﬂidsfotwhichthqhve!iulemininguﬂhu
)

There is a third distinctive pattern of youth activities that has developed
particularly in the United States and Great Britain. In these countries there
are many voluntary youth-serving organizations for recreational, educational
mdreligiomwtogeﬂmwithnfeweﬁmwmhem&fapo-
litical ends. is a growing concern also on the part of local
and national, to coordinate these various youth activities to provide sup-

leadership to those forces in the community that are working for an

sion of the ways of democracy. Itismyﬂh:r:ﬂﬂtbuemcnwﬂlbebetm

equipped than ever to exercise such leadership bcause they have

their own life and thought around well-defined rurpm and are

in a religious faith that will give them both stability and ge

that for some decades will be harassed by conflict and confusion. It is my
that Springfield College may become to an even greater extent a center

for the study of the needs of youth and of the varying patterns of activ-

ities the world over, and a base of leadership training for 2 schools,

In reaffirming the convictions that have guided Springfield College in
e T e L T
trust that I have common aspirati W i
this College and that for which it stands.

“Be this thy task, O Springfield,
Thro all the years.”

October 26, 1946





